
AWARD OF PROPERTY OWNED BY SPOUSE TO PARTY
Act 42 of 1949

AN ACT to confer power upon the circuit court of this state to include in decrees of divorce and of
separate maintenance provisions awarding to a party all or part of the property, either real or personal, owned
by his or her spouse if the facts establish that the party contributed to the acquisition, improvement, or
accumulation of the property.

History: 1949, Act 42, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;Am. 1983, Act 215, Imd. Eff. Nov. 11, 1983.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

552.401 Property owned by spouse; award to party contributing to acquisition, improvement,
or accumulation thereof; effect of decree.
Sec. 1. The circuit court of this state may include in any decree of divorce or of separate maintenance

entered in the circuit court appropriate provisions awarding to a party all or a portion of the property, either
real or personal, owned by his or her spouse, as appears to the court to be equitable under all the
circumstances of the case, if it appears from the evidence in the case that the party contributed to the
acquisition, improvement, or accumulation of the property. The decree, upon becoming final, shall have the
same force and effect as a quitclaim deed of the real estate, if any, or a bill of sale of the personal property, if
any, given by the party's spouse to the party.

History: 1949, Act 42, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;Am. 1983, Act 215, Imd. Eff. Nov. 11, 1983.

552.402 Certified copy of decree; recording or filing.
Sec. 2. A certified copy of any such decree may be recorded or filed in the office of the register of deeds of

any county wherein any real estate or personal property described in such decree may be located.
History: 1949, Act 42, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.
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